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tutoring, and teaching University Extension 
courses. In 1984, I was awarded First Place in 

a competition sponsored by 
The Idaho Federation of Music 
Clubs, the only competition I 
had ever entered. Shortly after 
this competition I submitted a 
tape to Ricardo Iznaola and 
was one of four guitarists 
selected to perform works 
composed by Antonio Lauro 
at the First International Guitar 
Week held at the University of 
Denver. Lauro, sadly, had to 
cancel his appearance at the 
Guitar Week due to illness. 
Antonio Lauro remains my 
favorite guitar composer to this 
day. 
Following Guitar Week I 
decided to participate in a 

National Student Exchange and I chose 
SUNY Potsdam, Crane School of Music. The 
guitar program was fairly new, however, and I 
compensated by taking harp lessons from 
distinguished harpist, Arlene Wangler. 
Wangler was an exceptional teacher of great 
influence. Aside from lessons on the harp she 
also responded to my frustration of not 
having the instruction I needed on guitar and 
graciously offered to fill in as my mentor. 
Although not a guitarist herself, she analyzed 
my chosen repertoire and worked with me on 
phrasing and basic musicianship. At the end 
of the term Arlene invited me to be her harp 
teaching assistant at the renowned 
Interlochen Arts Festival. I felt quite honored 
but declined the invitation as it would have 
required cutting my nails too short for guitar 
and I needed to remain focused on preparing 
a required senior recital for which I would 
return to Idaho and complete the BM degree. 
Following completion of my Bachelors 
degree I spent three years traveling and 
working various jobs, including teaching 
guitar classes, before I returned to Denver to 
participate in DU’s Fifth International Guitar 
Week. Recruited by Victoria Brandys, and 
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T ammy Hammond has lived in the 
Denver area since 1988 after 
relocating from 
Southern California to 

study guitar with Ricardo 
Iznaola. She earned her Masters 
of Arts degree from the 
University of Denver, Lamont 
School of Music, where she 
concentrated on guitar 
performance with Iznaola. Prior, 
she earned her Bachelor of Music 
degree from the University of 
Idaho, also focusing on guitar 
performance. Currently, 
Hammond teaches classical guitar 
at her home studio in Parker and 
performs for special events 
throughout Metro Denver and 
surrounding communities. 
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����   My first music 
lessons began on piano, at a young age, 
followed by voice lessons – training which I 
continued after graduating early from high 
school and enrolling in music classes at a local 
community college in Pasco, Washington. I was 
invited to audition for vocal studies at 
Washington State University by a music faculty 
member who had heard me perform at a 
student recital. This invitation led to being 
awarded a modest vocal scholarship and I 
attended WSU as a voice major for one year 
before taking time off to become a certified ski 
instructor and accept a job position with the 
Forest Service. 
A self-taught guitarist from the age of thirteen, 
and with no guitar program at WSU, I actually 
did not receive formal training on the guitar 
until much later when I was accepted to the 
music program at the University of Idaho. It 
was at U of I that I was introduced to the 
classical guitar and subsequently set aside my 
vocal studies, as well as an interest in forestry 
management, for full attention to the guitar. I 
was purely driven by a passion for music and 
the guitar, not necessarily with a career 
direction in mind. 
During my third year of study as an 
undergraduate student I began teaching non-
major guitar classes at the University, as well as 
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Monthly Meeting 	
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE DENVER CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY 

Tammy Hammond is our new 
Librarian for the Society. 

• Our brochure for 
the 2007-08 
Concert Series is 
“hot off the 
press”.  If you 
would like to have 
copies for 
distribution, 
please let us know. 

• Also, annual 
membership dues 
for 2007-08 will 
be $20. 



Meeting Notes 

W ell, two months’ worth of 
note to cover here, so let’s 
get to it. March saw a full 
lineup of performers strut 

their stuff for us. Bruce Thompson led 
off with a pair of studies by Sor and 
Giuliani. Ken Thompson was next with 
Albeniz’s “Granada” and Ponce’s 
“Scherzino Mexicano”. The Rockley 
music man Heath Chesney teamed up 
with Ryan Mullin to play two Brazilian 
crowd pleasers, “Pacoca” and “Pe De 
Moleque” by Celco Machado. Grant 
Steffen played a Richard Pick 
arrangement of “Brigg Fair” as well as the 
“Pavanas” by Gaspar Sanz. Martin Ters 
went over the “Four Ballad Stories” by 
Milan Tesar once again, a suite which gets 
cleaner and tighter every time he plays it! 
Adam Buer followed with an exquisite 

rendition of Giuliani’s “Variations, op. 
102”. Jono Schuster did a wonderful 
version of the old Scott Joplin rag “Easy 
Winners” and Danny Masters popped in 
to play a very nice “Rondeau” by Aguado. 
The April meeting featured a presentation 
by luthier/performer Benz Tschannen of 
Fallon, NV. Benz, accompanied and 
assisted by his wife Evy, exhibited and 
demonstrated eight different guitars he 
built. His guitars featured a variety of 
combinations of woods and bracing 
patterns and even one built with carbon 
fiber. After a Q & A period and a brief 7th 
inning stretch, we managed to find a little 
time for a few performances. The always 
dependable Bruce Thompson gave us 
Bach’s prelude to Cello Suite #1. Sean 
Guard was next with a lovely version of 
“Guardame Las Vacas”. Brint Lukens 
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followed with the terrific “Tangos Por 
Tientos”. Jono Schuster, playing the 
child-size guitar he learned on, 
charmed everyone with “The Sounds 
of Bells”. David Vanderhamm, 
preparing for his upcoming recital, 
played the “Grand Sonata” of Giuliani 
marvelously. Danny Masters was back 
and played a splendid version of the 
first movement of Lennox Berkeley’s 
“Sonatina”. Our thanks to Benz and 
Evy for coming in to make our April 
meeting a special one. 

—Dave Olsson 
Monthly Meeting Chairman 

enough material for a complete concert, 
it certainly proved to be a challenge 
worthy of young professionals 
demonstrating a level of artistic breadth 
that is not always explored in 

competition. 
There were 
excellent crowds 
to watch and 
experience the 
tension and 
release of the 
competition.  
We are grateful 
for everyone 
who attended 
the sessions.  I 
trust their will be 
a large crowd for 
the actual 
concert.  Not 
only will Ryan 

do a great job in his debut concert, it is 
an opportunity for the Denver guitar 
community to replenish the Patrick 
Keller Fund and provide adequate 
funding for the next competition in 
2009. 
The judges were Laura Schulkind, Dr. 
John Romano, Dave Tuttle, Larry 
Breslin, and Robbie O’Brien.  They 
had a difficult task in making choices of 
“what performer would present the 

T he first DCGS Debut 
Competition was quite 
successful.  There were six 
well qualified and well 

prepared guitarists that competed 
during the 
semi-final 
round.  Of 
that group of 
six, four were 
chosen by 
the judges to 
move on to 
the finals.  Of 
the “Final 
Four”, three 
were chosen 
as prize 
winners. 
The winner 
of the 
competition 
was Ryan Fiegl whose prize includes 
$500 and a debut concert on January 
12, 2008 as part of the DCGS Concert 
Series, runner up was Ben Cantu who 
won $250, third place winner was 
Aaron Larget-Caplan who won $100, 
and the fourth finalist was Daniel 
Hallford. 
The amount of repertoire each 
contestant had to prepare and perform 
was impressive.  While not quite 

DCGS Debut Competition 
most effective concert”, and they did a 
great job.  Many thanks to them for a job 
well done!!!! 
The supporting staff comprised of 
Rochelle Chartier, Jono Schuster, 
Jeanette Salzburg, and Dave Olsson 
was truly helpful.  They guarded the door, 
ran errands as needed, designed and 
calligraphed certificates (Jeanette), made 
signs, marshaled the performers to from 
the warm up area to the performance hall, 
etc.  They did an awesome job and made 
major contributions to the Competition 
running smoothly. 

—Steve Waechter, Director 
DCGS Debut Competition 

First place winner Ryan Fiegl (center), with DCGS Presi-
dent Rochelle Chartier (left) and Alex Komodore (right) 

Editor’s Note:  Advertising and 
items for the calendar are 
accepted on a first-come, 
space available basis.  Members 
are given small complimentary 
ad space.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Clara 
Tomsula at ClaraCT@aol.com or 
303-467-0957. 
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H ow fast another year has 
passed!  There was a full 
house again this year at 
South Broadway Christian 

Church for the Saturday afternoon recital. 
Some seventy-five parents and 
grandparents, and twelve siblings and 
friends were present to support the 
young performers.  Steve Bondy did an 
excellent job of organizing and directing 
this year’s recital.  Thank you Steve!  And 
thank you for acknowledging the support 
from DCGS and SCFD.   
The excitement that radiated from the 
forty-eight young guitarists was palpable. 
They had all practiced diligently and were 
looking forward to their time on stage.  
Michael Bezzina, Eric Weston 
Dunlap, Marina Isabel Schlaepfer and 

Spencer Ryan Wilson are students of 
Joe Beninghof. 
Zach Anderson, Brian Becker, Ella 
Bondy, Austin Boyd, Daniel Epstein, 
Eric Eronimous, Elijah Falcon, Ben 
Garfield, Andrew Goldblatt, Noah 
Goldman, Mathew Grover, Adam 
Hall, Alex Jiang, Will Najjar, Aditya 
Sinha, Elena Staver, Benoit Suyat, and 
Katie Teas are students in the Stephen 
Bondy Guitar Studio. 
Janelle Feldmann is a student of 
Kathryn Lewis. 
Aidan Cook is a student of Laura Lilly. 
The Suzuki Guitar students in Nick 
Palan’s Gift of Music Studio are:  Ellen 
Bailey, Alec Byrne, Zachary Maas, 
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Aleksander Merrill, Luke Pousma, 
Rebecca Pousma, Kayla Richards, 
Nathan Schmetter, Luke Tonneman, 
and Jacob Wesson.   
Jonathan Bloom, Charlie Burd, 
Isabella Ello, Elena Friesen, Marcella 
House, Kaushik Kannan, Nicholas 
Miller, Rebekah Pasley, Sarah Pasley, 
David Pousma, Laura Rickard, Katie 
Yount, Jade Wells, and Jenna Wesson 
are students of Nick Palan and Gift of 
Music Studio. 
Please plan to attend next year’s recital.  
It’s a delightful afternoon and these young 
people are deserving of our support. 

—Bob McCarroll 
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impressed by Iznaola’s teaching 
approach, I decided to continue guitar 
studies and pursue my Masters degree at 
Lamont School of Music. The timing was 
actually very good when I moved to 
Denver as a full time staff position was 
available in the DU Music Library. Hired 
by Suzanne Moulton-Gertig I held a 
supervisory library position for the 
entirety of my time at DU, a position 
that provided a tuition waiver and means 
to further study music. Initially I was not 
admitted to the DU guitar program, so 
without deterrence I studied privately 

(Continued from page 1) with Iznaola at his home with unwavering 
determination to meet the required 
standards for graduate work. 
In 1995 I completed graduate studies, left 
the library position, and immediately 
found wonderful success at starting my 
own private teaching studio while 
performing in the Denver area for various 
special events. During this time I also 
founded the annual DCGS Youth Recital 
while serving briefly as monthly meeting 
Chair for DCGS. The intent of this recital 
was not only to provide a special 
opportunity for young guitarists but also 
encourage guitar instructors to share 

teaching methods for children and 
begin a dialog for this underdeveloped 
area of guitar pedagogy. 
The guitar is an incredibly curious 
instrument in all its diversity. Perhaps 
that is why I’ve been so drawn to it. I 
imagine I’ll spend a lifetime shaping 
and attempting to master my human 
potential through its voice, only to find 
a thousand paths still untouched and 
mirroring an inevitable humbleness 
amongst fleeting poetic moments. 
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2007 Youth Recital 

Warming up before the performance. Guitar teacher and DCGS member Nick Palan with students. 



Society Contacts 
Board Members 
President and Treasurer: 
Rochelle Chartier 303-940-7097* 
Vice President/Sponsorship Support: 
Robert McCarroll 303-984-4409 
Vice President/Membership: 
Jeanette Salzburg 303-859-7928 
Director of Publicity: 
Jonathan Shuster 303-919-3082 
Secretary: 
Bill Gaines 720-979-7855 
Committee Chairs 
Concert Manager: 
Nicholas Palan 303-346-9134 
Competition Chairman: 
Stephen Waechter 303-970-5060 
Monthly Meeting Chairman: 
Dave Olsson 303-797-7348 
Youth Recital Chairman 
Steve Bondy 303-919-2240 
Newsletter Editor/Chairman: 
Clara Tomsula 303-467-0957** 
 
Email:  
Rochelle@denverclassicalguitarsociety.org 
 
*Send membership dues ($20) and address 
changes to Rochelle at 7881 Oak Street, 
Arvada, CO  80005.  ������	�������	����	�����	
��������	
**Send newsletter articles to Clara at 
ClaraCT@aol.com 

May/June 2007 

Saturday, May 5, 8:00 pm—Michael 
Chapdelaine, Tuff Theater at Swallow Hill, $12 
$15.  Mention that you are a DCGS member and 
receive a discount at the ticket office.. 
Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 pm—DCGS Monthly 
Meeting, South Broadway Christian Church, 23 
Lincoln Street (at Ellsworth), Denver. 
Tuesday, June 19, 7:00 pm—DCGS Monthly 
Meeting, South Broadway Christian Church, 23 

Calendar 
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We’re on the Web! 
www. denverclassicalguitarsociety .org 

 
Try these other websites for guitar building: 

www. robertobrienguitars.hpg.ig.com.br 
www. iznaolaguitarworks.com, www. 

evd303.com 
www.nesseguitars.com 

 
And these for up-to-date info: 

www. guitarfoundation.org         www. 
du.edu/lamont 

www.musicatmetro.org           
www. DannyMastersMusic.com 

Lincoln Street (at Ellsworth), Denver. 
Tuesday-Sunday, August 14-19—Rocky Ridge 
Music Center, Estes Park, Adult Guitar Semilar 
led by Masakazu Ito, Instructor, University of 
Denver, Lamont School of Music.  For more 
information, www.rockyridge.org. 
René Heredia and his Flamenco Group, every 
Thursday at Buenos Aires Grill, 2191 Arapahoe 
St.  For more info 303-296-6709 or 720-971-3118. 

GUITARS FOR SALE 

• 1987 Komori Model 30 Concert guitar, 
$4000, Call Rick Draudtat, 303-757-1032, 
303-506-2404 or bagpiper7@aol.com. 

• Yamaha Silent guitar, $300, 
ken.bobbitt@cccs.edu. 

• Edgar Moch Concert Classical #113 Toronto 
1971 guitar, signed, numbered, dated, Spruce 
soundboard, Indian Rosewod back & sides, 
$4175, Bob McCarroll, 303-887-9575, 
bobmccarroll@comcast.net. 

• 1997 Martin/Thomas Humphrey CTSH 
“Millenium” Classical Guitar, Spruce/Indian 
Rosewood, all solid woods, $1500, Dave at 
303-797-7348 


